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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
- Continue prayers for Luke Sims –son of Revs. Jen and Michael Sims, in hospital in Miami
 - Congratulations to Rev. and Mrs. David Broadbent, Canal Point UMC, on the birth of their grandchild, Lily Michaela on June 9th.  
 - Continue prayers for Rev. John Griswold’s sister, who had open heart surgery in July. She is improving . 
-  Continue prayers for Army Chaplain Jeff Peppers, Extention Minister from the District who is in Iraq.
SAVE THE DATE! CLERGY DAY APART
Bishop Tim Whitaker is inviting all clergy in the Florida Conference to come for a day of spiritual renewal, worship and conversations with colleagues, Monday, Nov. 16. There will be nothing to vote on; clergy are simply invited to come and connect with God and others before heading into a busy Advent season. The day will offer structured times of worship and reflection, as well as unstructured time to spend alone with God and in community with others.  

More details are coming soon, but plan now to save the date: Monday, November 16, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park.

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP WORKSHOP
The second series of training on Intentional Discipleship “Deepening Your Effectiveness”, will be held Sept. 11 at First United Methodist Church in Port Orange, and repeated on Sept. 12 at First United Methodist Church in Punta Gorda.  Information regarding registration is posted at http://www.congregationaltransformation.com. The cost of each one-day workshop is $45 per person, including lunch and snacks.  For additional information, contact Vicky Tica at vtica@flumc.org. 
DON'T FORGET TO REPORT! 
Pastors, please contact your MVS Reporter, making sure that they have reported. If they need further assistance, please have them contact Patti at the District office, 772-299-0255.  In July, congregations were asked to 




begin reporting data for Intentional Discipling and Salty Service.  

REPORT FROM OUR RECENTVISIT TO CUBA

Bob and I are now back on US time and wishing we were back on Cuban time.  We had such a wonderful and blessed trip last month.  We traveled with 8 others from 3 other districts to attend the Cuban Methodist Church’s Annual Conference in Camp Canaan.  God was certainly with us as we breezed through Customs in Miami and Havana with not one person being asked a question or one piece of luggage being inspected. 

We spent 3 days in Havana and were able to walk the streets and do some sightseeing.  There are many beautiful buildings in Havana, especially the Cathedral, just very dirty and rundown.  It is like any other capitol city, many people and much traffic, except there you see many bikes and scooters.

We spend one full day at their annual conference and were able to participate in Holy Communion, see a group of pastors accepting their diplomas from seminary during their graduation, and also to watch the ordination of several pastors.

When the conference was over our group split into 3 groups and went in different directions to visit their sister churches.  It is so wonderful to see the faces of your sister church’s congregation, especially when you have spent time with them on past visits.  We were able to catch up on marriages, births, and the growth of their churches.  We visited other sister churches, as well as many house churches, and participated in spirit filled worship.

The churches are growing in Cuba.  The Holguin District used to include the Las Tunas District and together had 34 churches.  Now the Holguin District is a district by itself because there are now 38 churches in that district alone.  PRAISE GOD!!  We met with the District Superintendent, Pastor Mario, and he is committed to strengthening the relationship between our two districts. 

While visiting Pastor Mario at his church, we talked with a gentlemen who does the printing for the district and he showed us the press he uses - it was built in 1954  in Ohio.  They are having a problem getting parts for the press when it breaks down and was asking if there would be anyway we could help them.  I have asked for information on the cost of replacing the press and once I receive that information I would like to present it to the district for us to pray about and see if we couldn’t receive enough funds to replace this press for our sister district.  If anyone would like to be a part of this project please contact me.

Bob and I thank you for the prayers and support we received in preparation for and during our trip.

On another note, this past week Ralph and I were honored to host Pastor Mario and his wife Mildre for a day, as they visited on their way to Chicago for seminary classes.  

Many changes have and will be taking place with our Covenant.  We will no longer call it a Covenant because that was one of the things the Cuban government did not like and one of the reasons for no caravans being approved.  A new name has been submitted and as soon as both bishops approve it, the new name will be announced.  Ralph and I will be sharing these new changes with sister churches in the very near future.  Please continue to pray for our relationship with Cuba and that we will be able to continue our trips, even though there may be fewer.  We pray for God’s Will to be done.









Serving for Christ,









Shirley Dunlap

Ministers' Mates Retreat 

All Ministers' Mates are invited to come and enjoy a special time away on November 5-7, 2009, to have fun, grow spiritually, and celebrate your faith. You will meet a group who understands your unique role and lifestyle as pastor’s spouse; but more importantly, you can be yourself and you will be loved and accepted just as you are. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is Embracing Change: Life Cycle Changes, Ministry Career Changes, and Personal Changes. The speakers are Ministers' Mates, like you, who will share how their faith has enabled them to grow spiritually and persevere during challenging times in their lives.  

The cost for the weekend at the LEC in Leesburg is $140 and must be mailed by September 30, 2009 to Pam Rosenburg in Bradenton. Please download the brochure from www.flumc.org and click on Calendar and then Event Brochures. There are scholarships available for those who need assistance.
We are praying and looking forward to seeing you in November. If you have any questions, please email Darlene Waller, Retreat Chair, at kraftylady1951@yahoo.com or call her at 386 717-3586


Atlantic Central District Lay Speaking Ministries
  September 11-12, 2009 Training At First UMC in Melbourne
Three classes will be available. All classes require a total of 10 hours attendance on one weekend, which includes Friday night, September 11th, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and all day Saturday, September 12th, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. To register or to get further information, call Rod Groom at 321-446-3693, email him at rgroom@cfl.rr.com, or write him at 1506 Sarnia St. NW, Palm Bay, Florida 32907. All course participants should bring a Bible, a notebook, and, if possible, a hymnal. 

The Basic Course, Lay Speaking Ministries Basic Course Participant’s Guide: The cost for the class is $20.with the course manual, $10 if you order the book on your own in advance. It is the foundation for other texts in the Learning and Leading series for lay speakers. Basic Course participants are requested to bring a United Methodist Book of Discipline and a Book of Worship, if possible. Rod Groom will be the instructor for this course.   To order the book in advance ($11.00), link: http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=749035
The first of our advanced courses this year is Accountable Discipleship: The cost for the class is $20 without the book. Class participants are encouraged to order and read the book in advance (see the link below).  An optional text not required for the course but recommended for instructors is Lay Speakers Are Accountable Disciples, also by Manskar. Don Bolinger will be the instructor for this course. To order the required text, Accountable Discipleship ($13.), link:            http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519359                                                              To order the optional text ($5.), link: http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519438
The second of our advanced courses this year is Lay Speakers Tell Stories. The required text for this course is Dancing with Words, written by Ray Buckley. The cost for the class is $20.00 without the book. Class participants are encouraged to order and read the book in advance (see the link below).. An optional text not required for the course but recommended for instructors is Lay Speakers Tell Stories, also by Buckley. Gary Jones will be instructor for this course.  To order Dancing with Words ($12.), link:  http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519413     
To order the optional text ($5.00), :   http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/ProductDetail.aspx?pid=519414                                         
Regional meetings to begin on September 2nd

A letter was mailed to all Pastors of the District referencing regional meetings that will begin on September 2nd, the first of six regional meetings. The letter included a breakdown on which churches would attend each regional meeting.  These meetings are informal with no set agenda.  These are not required to attend, only if you want to come to get better acquainted with the D.S. and other pastors, or you have something you feel would be beneficial to discuss.  It may be church related issues or it may be about our personal spiritual life.  It could be things that have happened, currently taking place or a proposed new idea you wish to raise.

The District office will be sending an email to those pastors who are invited to attend this first meeting as to where the meeting will take place.  This meeting will be at 11:30, and it is BYOB (Bring Your Own Bag lunch).  Drinks will be provided at the church.   
Next Conference Table to focus on Clergy Excellence 

The next Florida Conference Table will be on the topic of “Clergy Excellence.” The event will be held Thursday Sept. 3, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Community of Faith Church in Davenport.  Directions to the church are available here. This Conference Table event is open to all people interested in the topic. 

The Conference Table concept was established by a resolution at the 2002 Florida Annual Conference. The first Conference Table was held in August of that same year. 

This session will offer a space for true Christian conferencing around issues of clergy excellence – what it is, why it is important, and what helps or hinders it. The event will differ from previous Conference Tables in that it will utilize an “open space technology” format. This method for discussion is based on the idea that the circle is the fundamental geometry of open human communication and that participants are the best ones to shape the actual agenda and process of a work session. Participants will plan the meeting's program onsite based on the issues of importance to them in that time and space. Voluntary self-selection is central to open space technology in that each individual will be responsible for their own learning and input into the meeting. Those who attend will decide what topics to discuss, how it will be discussed and will design an action plan to help address the issues raised. Two United Methodist laity familiar with the process will serve as facilitators.

 The session will not be web cast as previous Conference Tables, due to the unique format that will be utilized. 

To register for the Conference Table, click here.

 

Churches Asked to Update Information
More than 300,000 seekers go to www.Find-A-Church.com  looking for the right church in their community.  More visitors are on their way.  Let’s get ready.  Bishop Whitaker is asking all churches to go into this site to update your church’s information.  If you need assistance, please call 1-800-251-8140.  Your church might be exactly what this person is looking for.

“Weaving a Web” one-day Internet ministry training event scheduled 
  “Weaving a Web of Connection: Internet Technology for Effective Ministry” is a one-day interactive training event presented by United Methodist Communications in partnership with the Florida Conference. This regional event covers the basics of starting a Web ministry in a local church, district or conference organization. The event will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park.

 The event is designed to assist local churches and other organizations to use Web and Internet technology for effective ministry. It is open to all people who want to learn how to use today's digital technology to reach seekers, visitors and stay connected with members. 

 The training is ideal for pastors, staff, volunteers, webmasters/webservants and communications teams. It is largely geared for beginner and intermediate skill levels, but advanced and professional techies will not be disappointed.

 For more information about Weaving a Web, go here. A training event overview and schedule can also be downloaded from this site.  The cost for this event including registration, class materials, continental breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack is $75. To register for this event, go here. Registration deadline is September 27. 
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8 – Community Arise – Basic Disaster Ministry Training @ St. Mark UMC, Indialantic  10-4 p.m.�17- dCOM at 8:30 a.m. First UMC, Port St. Lucie


*Annual Ministry Protection Property, Casualty Renewal survey (CONNECT)


*Annual Conference Workers Compensation Salary Survey (CONNECT)


*Annual Charge Conference forms available on line.  (Date to be announced)





Atlantic Central District office:�9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org" �flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org" �flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: � HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org" �DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org" �www.acdistrictumc.org���














Calling All Men for a Special Walk 


October 9-11	October 16-18	October 23-25�2009 United Methodist Men’s Retreat


Life Enrichment Center�Go online to � HYPERLINK "http://www.flumc.org" �www.flumc.org� for a listing of worship leaders and enrichment classes or call Joe Moxley, District UMM Coordinator at (321)693-1171 for assistance.

















