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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
 Luke Sims –son of Rev. Jen Harner Sims, UMC of Palm Beaches, and Rev. Michael Sims, Trinity UMC, Jensen Beach;  in hospital in Miami
Rev. Phillip Short, First UMC, Stuart, and family on the death of his mother, Claire on March 17.










"The Path to Wholeness"
Clergy Day Apart 
Friday - May 8

Do you find that the busier you get with your ministry, the less time you seem to have for simply listening to God?

Do your spiritual disciplines sometimes shrink to sporadic snippets rather than the ample block of time your soul desires?

Is it hard to get away for a week-long or even a weekend spiritual retreat:  one that you don’t have to plan or lead?

Then HOLD MAY 8 sacred!  Write the date in INK in your calendar for our first Atlantic Central Clergy Day Apart.  This is not a ‘district meeting.’  It is not ‘required.’  But if you would like some holy time apart in order to be more fully present to God, come for a day of spiritual refreshment.  You won’t be asked to lead anything!  Frances Jennings, who serves on the Conference Spiritual Formation Committee, will be guiding our time:  listening, learning, silently reflecting, praying, and worshipping together with your colleagues in ministry.  

The location will be at the Life for Youth Ranch in Vero Beach, just a short distance from the District Office off of I-95.  THERE IS NO COST TO YOU, thanks to our D.S. who has budgeted for such an event!  We only ask that you plan to stay for the day.  We can accommodate as many as 45 persons.  

Please reserve your place by contacting Patti Moxley at the District Office.  Contact Dawn Reichard, Christ by the Sea UMC (cell phone 772-532-0146) if you have questions or comments.  


NOW THAT YOU HAVE SELECTED YOUR REPORTER…
Every congregation was asked to select a person to help complete the Missional Vital Signs report indicating how they are living into the five practices of the United Methodist Way of discipling.  This person receives
an email each month with a link to a form on which they can report data for each of the five practices for each week during the previous month.  Data is collected weekly and reported monthly.  Beginning in February, Missional Vital Sign Reporters were asked to report the previous month’s information on weekly worship attendance, the total number of persons received into membership on profession of faith and reaffirmation of faith weekly, and the weekly offering total for giving to budget, capital and missional concerns.  However, some of the Reporters have not yet entered your information. Pastors, please contact your Reporter, making sure that they have begun their reporting for the church.  If they need assistance to get started, please have them contact the District office, 772-299-0255.  Patti and Linda are available to help.  By July 1, congregations will be asked to begin reporting data for Intentional Discipling and Salty Service.  For complete information, go to the Missional Vital Signs website by clicking on the MVS logo on either www.flumc.org or (www.congregationaltransformation.com ).  The purpose of the Missional Vital Signs is to help congregations stay focused on the five practices of fruitful congregations and to track an indication of their effectiveness for each of these practices.   
INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP WORKSHOPS ANNOUNCED
As part of our continuing spotlight on the five disciple-making practices of fruitful congregations, the Florida Conference will be focusing on “Intentional Discipleship” by offering two series of one-day workshops: May 15 and 16, and Sept. 11 and 12.  These workshops will help local church leaders go deeper in their understanding of fulfilling the Great Commission of Matthew 28: “Go and make disciples . . . and teach them to obey all that I have commanded you.”  

The first, to be held May 15 at Grace United Methodist Church in Fort Clarke, and again on May 16 at First Boca Raton (East Campus), will look at what it means to be a “simple church,” strategically focused on making disciples.  The second series, “Deepening Your Effectiveness,” will be held September 11 at First United Methodist Church in Port Orange, and repeated on Sept. 12 at First United Methodist Church in Punta Gorda.

Registration information will be posted soon at www.flumc.org and http://www.congregationaltransformation.com/. Cost of each one-day workshop will be $45 per person, including lunch and snacks. 

SUMMER MISSION INTERN APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
Applications for the Florida Conference’s 2009 Summer Mission Intern program are now being accepted. Deadline for applications is April 15.

Summer Mission Interns serve in a variety of mission settings throughout Florida, with a focus being on community day camps and United Methodist outreach agencies. A $2,000 stipend, as well as room and board, is awarded to each intern for their service from June 1 through Aug. 8. Internship applications are accepted from students and young adults, ages 18 through 28. 

The application is available online at http://www.flumc.org/mission_intern_app.pdf. Applicants can download and print the application, and mail it to David Berkey, 1140 E. McDonald Ave., Lakeland, FL 33801; or fax it to 863-688-7233. For more information, e-mail dberkey@flumc.org , or call 800-282-8011, Ext. 140.


Atlantic Central District Lay Speaking Ministries    


May 8-9, 2009 Training                            



At Faith UMC in Boynton Beach


Two classes will be available. Both classes require a total of 10 hours attendance on one weekend, which includes Friday night, May 8th, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and all day Saturday, May 9th, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Breakfast will be available at 8:00 a.m., provided by the men of Faith UMC. A love offering will be accepted. Lunch will be available nearby in the community. To register or to get further information, call Rod Groom at 321-446-3693, email him at rgroom@cfl.rr.com, or write him at 1506 Sarnia St. NW, Palm Bay, Florida 32907.
OPPORTUNITY AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

LAY SPEAKING MINISTRIES DINNER
THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2009, 5:30 PM
FIRST UNITED METHODIST, ORMOND BEACH
(For directions, cost, menu and reservations go to www.acdistrictumc.org )

Did you complete your reports due March 31st? (CTRL & click on report name to follow link)
Child/Youth Protection Policy adoption – Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st. (Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete copy to the district office).
Fiscal Responsibility and Management Policy adoption - Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of this policy to the district office by March 31st.
Sexual harassment Policy adoption– Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/ Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st. (Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete and signed copy to the district office).
Annual Report to the District Housing Committee / Parsonage. Checklist – Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Parsonage Review to the district office by March 31st.




(These reports are now interactive)
Fourth Annual Native American Gathering to be held April 3-5 

The Florida Conference on Native American Ministries (CONAM) will host its fourth annual Native American Gathering, April 3-5, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park. Native American heritage is not required to attend; the only requirement is a desire to worship the Creator and His Son and learn of Native American culture while enjoying a weekend of Christian fellowship.

The theme of the 2009 gathering is “Restoring the Heart of the Native American.” Honored guests during the event will be Jonathan Maracle (Mohawk) and his band, Broken Walls (learn more about their ministry at www.brokenwalls.com). This yearly gathering features Native American speakers, Native style worship and music, and an opportunity to strengthen Native American ministry in Florida. 

Everyone is welcome but you must register your attendance by contacting Vickie Swartz at allnationsnativeministries@verizon.net, or calling 941-954-0664. Deadline for registration is Monday, March 16. 
SALT and LIGHT
The current issue of "Salt and Light," the electronic newsletter from the Florida Conference's office of Mission and Justice Ministries, is now online and available for reading. "Salt and Light" is a resource for you and your local church that offers news and opportunities to be involved in mission and justice ministries across the Florida Conference and the world.  They welcome mission and justice stories and “hallelujah moments” from local churches in your district to be included in “Salt and Light”.   “Salt and Light” is distributed to over 800 locations in Florida and beyond.  For more information, you may contact Icel Rodriguez at IRodriguez@flumc.org.  To view the new issue, visit www.flumc.org/saltandlight0I[image: image5.jpg]
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DISTRICT CALENDAR


 MARCH�31- Child/Youth Protection policy endorsement due�31- Fiscal Responsibility Policy adoption due�31 – Sexual harassment policy adoption due�31- Annual Report of Parsonage due�31- dCOM Committee training @UMC of the Palm Beaches – 10-2pm��APRIL�1 – Mentor Training – UMC of Palm Beaches – 10:00�16 – Leadership Council @Lakewood Park UMC – 11:00 -1:00�21 – Refocus Group at District office -  9:00��MAY�3 – Announcement Sunday�8 – Clergy Day Apart at Life for Youth Ranch�8-9 -  Lay Speaker’s Training at Faith UMC, Boynton Beach.  6:30 p.m. on Friday;  9:00  a.m. Saturday�11 – dCOM at First UMC, Port St. Lucie- 8:30�16 – Intentional Discipleship Seminar @ First UMC, Boca Raton “ Simple Church”�17- Preconference Orientation for North end of our District at Emmanuel UMC, Melbourne  4:00 p.m.�19 – Refocus Group at District office  9:00�24 – Preconference Orientation for South end of our District at UMC of the Palm Beaches  4:00 p.m.�__________________________________________�9015 Americana Rd. #4 �Vero Beach, FL  32966-6668    �office: (772)299-0255�fax:  (772)299-0258�Email: (Patti) � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org" �flumc-ac@flumc.org� �(Linda)	� HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org" �flumc-ac2@flumc.org�  �(D.S.) 	� HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org" �DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org" �www.acdistrictumc.org�
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