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A Message from Financial Services…

Friday, January 14th, 2011 is the last day for receiving 2010 apportionments.  This is not a postmarked by date, but is the last day by which monies must be received in the Conference office or our lockbox to be included in 2010 apportionment receipts.  Monies received after January 14th, 2011 will be credited to the church’s 2011 apportionments.  

Include a completed apportionment giving form with your payment.  Always include your church’s GCFA number on all forms and checks.  When paying in January, mark clearly if the payment is for 2010 or 2011 apportionments.


Church and Pastor Annual Profiles

Church and Pastor profile forms will be available on the website beginning the first week in December.  The final submission date for profiles is February 18, 2011.

Church and Pastor Profile forms should be reviewed and updated annually by all church SPRC-Committees and all Clergy in the Florida Conference. Though a move may not be anticipated, it is important that both the pastor profile and church profile be current and up to date at the appointment-making session of the cabinet. It should be an honest reflection of the pastoral ministry and the profile of the church. If a pastoral consultation is scheduled with the DS, the Church and Pastor Profile should be completed online no later than one week prior to the consultation. The final date to update the Church Profile is February 18, 2011.

Habitat for Humanity Faith Build

The Indian River Habitat for Humanity ministry is planning a “Circle of Faith” build for this winter in the Vero Beach area. Numerous congregations will be joining together to accomplish the build of this home. You can participate in a variety of ways from doing one item or all of them. You can:

1.  provide a team of builders

2.  donate financially

3.  provide lunch for a work team
Surely each of the Indian River area UM churches can serve in one of these ways to provide a home for a needy family!  Please contact Cliff Melvin at Christ by the Sea UMC for more details or to SIGN UP! Cliff Melvin- 772-231-1661 x301;  cmelvin@christbythesea.org.

2012 General Conference of the United Methodist Church


The General Conference of the United Methodist Church meets every 4 years and is a world-wide gathering of Methodists.  The decisions made during the General Conference affect the social policies of the church and how we govern ourselves.  The Book of Discipline is amended at the General Conference.


The 2012 General Conference is a 12 day event and will be held at the Tampa Convention Center, with us, the Florida Conference, as the host conference.  1,000 delegates from all over the world will be in Tampa from April 23 to May 4, 2012.  These delegates represent their conferences located throughout the world.  In addition to delegates, there will be 5,000 to 6,000 observers and guests attending the General Conference.  As the host conference, our role is to prepare for all the people arriving and to provide volunteer greeters during the General Conference.


May we all be inspired to keep the 2012 General Conference in prayer that God’s Holy Spirit will use this time to renew and re-energize the church for its ministry.

Elections for General and Jurisdictional Conference Delegates


During the upcoming session of the Florida Annual Conference, members will be electing persons to serve as delegates to the 2012 sessions of the General and Jurisdictional Conferences of the United Methodist Church.  Serving the Church as a delegate is an awesome responsibility.  Decisions are made which affect every congregation throughout the United Methodist Church.  It is hard work.  It is rewarding work.  What follows quickly sums up some of the important information you need to know now as we begin the discernment and discovery process leading up to the election of our delegates.
· Begin now to ask God to prepare the hearts and minds of those who will be most receptive to answer the call to serve as a member of the Florida delegation to General or Jurisdictional Conference.

· The Florida Annual Conference uses a self-nominating system.  Only those persons who discern a call to serve as a delegate, AND, who successfully complete the registration process will be eligible for election as a delegate. (Standing Rules ¶423 The Elections Procedures Committee and Elections Procedures for Delegates to General and Jurisdictional Conferences) 

· Any person desiring to be a delegate must have been a member of The United Methodist Church for at least two years preceding their election, have been an active participant in The United Methodist Church for at least four years preceding their election and is a member within the Florida Annual Conference at the time of the General and Jurisdictional conferences is eligible for nomination.
· The on-line Self-Nomination Registration Form will be found on the Florida Annual Conference Web site (www.flumc.org) after December 1, 2010.  The Registration Form will ask for some basic personal information.  It will ask you to provide information regarding your current church membership within the Florida Annual Conference.   And finally, it will ask you to provide a 250 word essay to one of the following two questions: (1) Why do you feel called to be a delegate to General or Jurisdictional Conference? or (2) What is your vision for the United Methodist Church?

· The deadline for persons to self-nominate is February 15, 2011.  This date has been established by the Standing Rules of the Annual Conference.   It is non-negotiable.   There are no exceptions.  Please observe the date if you, or another, decides to complete the Registration Form.

· Realize that there is a considerable amount of time and expense associated with serving as a member of the delegation.  There are required meetings prior to the Conferences.  There is a lot of required advance reading.  There will be out-of-pocket expenses at the Conference sites.

· Begin to familiarize yourself with the issues and concerns crucial to our denomination which may be addressed at General and Jurisdictional Conference.  Learn all you can.

Thank you for taking an interest in helping our Annual Conference to find those persons chosen and called to serve on our delegation to General or Jurisdictional Conference.   

37th Annual Secretaries Seminar—Register in December
 The PAUMCS (Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries) will hold their annual seminar February 25-27, 2011, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park, FL.  This year’s theme is Safety and Knowledge, according to registrar Louise Urquhart.
 Seminar activities will begin Friday afternoon at 4 p.m. and continue through Sunday morning worship. The cost for the entire weekend (workshops, materials, 2 nights’ lodging, meals, and snacks) is $185 for a single room or $150 for a double room.  Some scholarships may be available.  Registration deadline is December 15, 2010.  For more information, click here.  For registration forms, click here.  For scholarship information, click here. 
We ask all Pastors to make sure that their Administrative Assistant/Church Secretary receives this important information.
Foundation Opens Registration for 2011 Retirement Seminar

"R-10 and Counting," the Foundation's popular pre-retirement planning seminar for clergy and spouses will be held Jan. 10-12, 2011 at the Hawthorn Suites Hotel, 7450 Augusta National Drive, Orlando, near Orlando International Airport.  Sponsored by the Foundation in cooperation with the Center of Clergy Excellence and the Office of Human Resources, "R-10 and Counting" is an intensive, two-day program that covers everything from funding retirement to how to enjoy the retirement lifestyle.

Included in the curricula are sessions on financial planning, living arrangements, estate planning, Social Security, pensions and benefits, relationships and wellness.  Fees are $175 per couple and $125 for singles.  Fees cover accommodations for two nights, four meals and workshop materials.  A scholarship to help offset conference fees is provided automatically to all participants by the Preacher's Relief Board.

Online registration is available on the Foundation website, www.fumf.org through Dec. 27, 2010.  For more information, please call the Foundation; toll free, at (866) 363-9673.   

Youth Leader Training, Fellowship & Spiritual Growth
January 24 - 26, 2011: Warren W. Willis UM Camp in Fruitland Park 
Keynote Speaker: Hank Hilliard from the General Board of Discipleship in Nashville

Worship Leader: Patrick Willis, Former member of the Summer Camp Praise Team

There will be workshops, networking, fellowship and fun for Adult leaders of youth. (Paid,volunteer, full-time or part-time.) How Much? $30.00 (meals, lodging, and program fees). Register at http://www.flumc2.org/registrations/register/27 or send payment to: Gathering/Heidi Leab, 450 Martin L. King Jr. Ave., Lakeland, FL 33815-1522.


For more information: Dave Sippel - Director of MYP
Direct Line: (863)393-1442 or email: dsippel@flumc.org. See our flyer [Click Here]
55th Annual Church Music Workshop

The Florida Chapter of the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts is pleased to announce that our 55th Annual Church Music Workshop will be held from July 17th through noontime, July 22nd, 2011, at Florida Southern College in Lakeland.  Anyone involved in church music or worship planning, both traditional and contemporary, adults or youth, are invited to join us.  This year’s theme, “The Best Table,” is based on Rev. Jan Richardson’s graphic of the same name.  During our 2011 Church Music Workshop, we are going to “linger at the table and savor every scrap” as we seek that foretaste of the Heavenly Banquet that awaits us, give thanks that Jesus shared his last meal with his disciples and showed us how to remember, and welcome everyone to the Banquet Table.  Clinicians for the workshop will be Adult Choral Clinician Joel Raney renowned composer and pianist; Organ Clinician Steve Strite, Director of Music and Worship at Bradenton Christian Reformed Church; Handbell Clinician Blanche Marie Lewis, director of the Magic of Bronze and Ascension Lutheran Church Handbell Choir in Casselberry; and Workshop Pastor, Rev. Lisa Degrenia, Senior Pastor at Community UMC, DeBary.  Pastors: please forward this information to the music and worship leaders in your church and encourage them to take this opportunity to connect with other church musicians and worship leaders in the conference and be renewed.  For more information and for registration information (coming soon), please visit our website at:  www.floridafellowship.orgd
Atlantic Central District 2011 Lay Leadership Training Event

February 5, 2011 at Trinity United Methodist Church
9625 N. Military Trail





Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410-5498

This FREE annual leadership training event includes worship, child care, a light breakfast, lunch and a wide variety of classes such as:

•4MAT: An Innovative Approach to Teaching
•Children’s Ministry – Planting Seeds that Grow

•Church Simplified 




•Clergy Taxes: Navigating the Maze

•Communication! Communication! Communication!!!

•Conflict Management



•Discipleship - Let's Get Intentional

- Introduction for Leaders

- Getting into the Subject in More Depth

•Drama for Worship

•Extending Radical Hospitality to your Community and the Next Generation

•Finances for the Church
•John Wesley

•Leader of Laity….now what do I do?

•Legacy of Stewardship God’s Way

•Présentée Spécialement Pour les Congrégations Haïtiennes

•Ministers’ Mate Gathering

•Missions that Transform Lives while Revitalizing Local Church

•New Member Class that Really Makes A Difference

•Priority of Prayer




•Queremos Dialogar Sobre Estos Temas

•Senior Adults and Boomers—Meeting the Needs of 21st Century

•Seven Simple Solutions for Revolutionizing the Black Church

•Staff Parish Relations Committee


•Trustees’ Work as Spiritual Ministry

•Who is Your Neighbor?



•Worship By Design

•Young Adult Ministry 101



•Youth Ministry - The A.R.T.SAVE THE DATE[image: image2.jpg]Atlantic Central District
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December Calendar�7-9 Cabinet Retreat�13 – dCOM  8:30 at First UMC, Pt St. Lucie�14 – MAPS – Lakewood Park UMC   10- 2�24 – 31 – District office closed


DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS�-Our Haitian Pastors and churches �-Luke Sims�-Our Military� - Rev. John Guerre’s mother, Marilyn


�Atlantic Central District office� 9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org"�flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org"�flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: �HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org"�DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org"�www.acdistrictumc.org���Merry Christmas from the District Office!

















