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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
Continued prayers for :   Haiti, Haitian Pastors and churches in our District, Luke Sims,  Those in our Military - Army Chaplain Jeff Peppers 




The Florida Conference Clergy Kids Camp weekend is just around the corner. It will be held Feb. 5-7 at Warren W. Willis United Methodist Camp. It will be a great weekend of fun, fellowship, and worship together. You can register online at the link below. Payment can be made immediately online or by check after your registration. Please encourage your SPR committees to put this into your annual budget as an important part of your life as a clergy family. It's coming soon, so don't waste any time; register today!
Register by clicking here. Cost:  Individual $85; Family of 3 - $240; 4 - $300; 5 - $350
Haiti Relief Efforts in the Atlantic Central District

From the North End of the District – Keith Heinly coordinator

1. Health Kits: We are asking the churches in the northern end of our district to assemble and gather Health Kits and Layette Kits. The churches will contact Keith Heinly at 321-216-6668 when enough kits are gathered to be taken to the storage facilities donated by Suntree Storage for Haiti relief. Plese make sure the kits are assembled as listed on the UMCOR website. Since the kits are leaving Sager Brown as quickly as they arrive, there is not much time for closely checking them out. Once enough kits are gathered and stored we will identify a team and transportation to the Sager Brown Depot. Denise Dixon Merrill and Keith Heinly, Coordinators.

2. Fundraisers: Our committee decided to put together two fundraisers for Haiti relief. The first one will be a used bool sale. Our local United Methodist churches will gather up used books from their congregations and will have a large sale (potentially at St. Paul's United Methodist Church). Denise Dixon Merrill and Linda Parrish, Coordinators. The second fundraiser will be at a different venue (potentially at the Melbourne Auditorium or the King Center) for the purpose of putting together a local concert for Haiti using local music groups and one major draw. The revenues from these fundraisers will be used for the UMCOR Advance Special for Haiti or the Florida Conference UMC Advance Special for Haiti relief. Denise Dixon Merrill and Pastor John Denmark, Coordinators.

3. Haiti Mission teams: All Haiti Mission Teams will be asked to coordinate their efforts and plans through the UMVIM website. Teams can go online at umvim.org/Haiti. An UMVIM leadership training event is tentatively scheduled for May.

4. United Methodist Churches in the Atlantic-Central District: To personally contact the churches in the Atlantic-Central District to determine what churches are doing about Haiti relief and how we can cooperate with each other in our relief efforts, volunteers will be asked to visit each of the tables during the lunch break at the Atlantic Central District Leadership Training Event with a very simple form to complete (If approved by the District office). The responses will be documented and provided to the District Superintendent and the Conference Disaster Ministry. Keith Heinly, Coordinator.

Community Arise: A Community Arise Training (Disaster 101) will be held on February 27th at First United Methodist Church, Melbourne. All United Methodist Churches in the Atlantic Central District are invited to attend. Please register on the FLUMC Disaster Recovery Ministry web site. Denise Dixon Merrill, Coordinator.

Our district now has churches available for collection sites:  

First UMC, Port St. Lucie

Ft. Pierce Haitian UMC: medical supplies, clothes, canned goods and water

UMC of the Palm Beaches

First UMC, Port St. John

Faith UMC, Boynton Beach:  canned goods and other non-perishable foods, diapers, formula, water

First UMC, Vero Beach:  collecting point for health kits only

If your church is providing assistance in some manner, please let the District Office know so that we can make that opportunity available to our District churches
                                                                                                                                                                           
 Dates & Locations: 

Thursday, March 4  

(SW District)
Grace, Cape Coral  

13 SE 21’st Place, Cape Coral, FL 33990

239-574-7161 

Friday, March 5   

(SE District)

Harris Chapel UMC 

2351 NW 26 St. Oakland Park, FL 33311

Thursday, March 11  

(GC District)
St. Paul, Largo

1199 Highland Ave.  Largo, FL  33770

Friday, March 12  

(EC District)  

Saturday, March 13  

(NW District)

First Deland
         




St. Paul’s Tallahassee

115 E. Howry Ave.  Deland,FL  32724

1700 N. meridian Rd, Tallahassee, FL 32303  

Calendar of Reports Due
February  *Recurring Monthly Reports 
Year-end local church statistics (Table 1, Table 2, Table 3) close on Feb. 19 at 4:00 p.m. Complete online annually. Must be completed by February 19 at 4:00 p.m.


TAPESTRY III CONFERENCE: “Maturing Spiritually” Feb 26-28, 2010

Hosted by the Beyond 50 Ministries Task Team of the Florida Annual Conference, Tapestry III will be held at the Life Enrichment Center.

The Keynote Speaker for Tapestry III will be Jane Marie Thibault, a clinical gerontologist and associate clinical professor of Family and Geriatric Medicine at the University of Louisville in Kentucky.  In her first book, “A Deepening Love Affair:  The Gift of God in Later Life she explored the inner work that is the spiritual life task of the mature adult who chooses to embark on a new vocation – an ever-deepening love affair with God in this life.  In her second book, 10 Gospel Promises for Later Life, she explores the promises of God’s good news for the older adult and the aging process.  She is a warm, motivating and inspiring speaker!

Tapestry III workshops include:

1.  Fearless Aging in a Youth-Oriented Society

2.  Wholistic Faith:  Body, Mind and Spirit

3.  Living Fully, Dying Well

4.   Nothing Off Limits:  Money and Christian Maturity

5.  Someone I Love is Aging….and so am I

6.  Transforming Suffering into the Gift of Love

7.  Reaching Out
Registration materials are available by contacting Mary Mizell, the Southeast District representative to the Beyond 50 Ministries Task Team.  She can be contacted by phone at 954-349-9457 or by email at marymizell@comcast.net.
SAVE THE DATE!!!
March 20 – Children’s Home Annual Day on Campus – 8:00 – gates open, 
10:30 Program, 12:00 picnic lunch  - Reservations appreciated by March 5th.
April 11-13, 2010 is Florida Advocacy Days at Children’s Week in Tallahassee!   Please mark your Calendars so you will not miss the opportunity to ‘Show Up 2 Speak Out for Children’ and families in poverty to your state legislators. 

COUPLES SPIRITUAL RETREAT OFFERED
An opportunity for couples to spend time with each other and with the Lord waits at the 2010 Couples Spiritual Retreats, March 12-14 and March 19-21. Sponsored by the Florida Conference United Methodist Men, each weekend retreat centers on the theme, “In Jesus’ Name.”
Held in Fruitland Park at the beautiful Life Enrichment Center, the retreats feature praise time, plenary sessions and breakout sessions, offering time to take your discipleship deeper. Topics include: “A Jewish Love Story,” with Ed Diaz looking at the wedding customs of Jesus’ day and how they are interwoven into the picture of Jesus’ second coming; John Riley asking the question, “Are there many doors to the hallway of heaven, or just one?”; “Was Jesus at your wedding?” with the Rev. Harold Lewis; digging deep into Jesus’ prayer life by looking at the Gospel of Luke, with the Rev. Charley Reeb; and the Rev. Debbie Nelson exploring the powerful “dance of the Trinity” in our everyday lives.
Registrations must be submitted by Feb. 15. Costs vary depending on length of stay, where you stay, and how many meals you need while on-site.
A full-color brochure that you can print and share with your church is found here. Additional information and registrations forms may be downloaded at www.ummflconf.org. 
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            District Co-Coordinators– Shirley Dunlap – 321-984-2167 - sdunlap323@cfl.rr.com
         A Ministry of the Florida Conference-  
               Ralph Masker  - 321-259-9545 – rmasker@cfl.rr.com
       United Methodist Church   

 As we start out on a new year, we had a district meeting Saturday, January 23rd, at Satellite Beach UMC.  Some of the topics discussed:  Upcoming caravan for 4 members of our district to Holguin District Conference, Procedures for inviting a pastor to visit Florida, 
Requests from Holguin District, 
Working with inactive churches in our district and Getting more churches involved as sister churches.

Each church had the opportunity to share any news from their sister church and also Bob and Shirley Dunlap shared from their most recent trip in June.  

We ask that everyone continue to pray for the Cuban visas for   Brad Shea, Suntree UMC, Mike Ferger, Grace UMC, Marj Green, Satellite Beach UMC, and Michele Watson, Grapevine to be approved very soon, for their scheduled trip on February 23.
Your coordinators are here to help, so if your church is struggling to keep the fire burning for Cuba, please contact one of us.  For new churches who may be interested in adopting a sister church we are always available to speak to your church and make a presentation to your congregation, so they can see first hand why we are so passionate about this ministry.

Summer Mission Intern applications now being accepted

Applications for the Florida Conference’s 2010 Summer Mission Intern program are now being accepted.   The deadline for applications is April 9th.

Summer Mission Interns serve in a variety of outreach ministry settings throughout Florida, with a focus being on community day camps and United Methodist district outreach agencies. A $2,000 stipend, is awarded to each intern for their 10 weeks of service which runs generally from June 7 through Aug. 13 (this varies with the placement). Internship applications are accepted from students and young adults, ages 19 through 28.   

Training is provided to the interns at pre-summer and mid-summer retreats as well as in-service training by the agencies.  The focus is on service in communities experiencing poverty, but the program includes time and support for reflection on vocational and spiritual goals.  Supervision and mentoring is provided by conference and agency staff throughout the summer.

In the summer of 2009, the second year of this program, 12 Summer Mission Interns participated at placements with Christians Reaching Out to Society (C.R.O.S. Ministries) in Lake Worth, the East Central District outreach ministries in Orlando, Sons of Thunder Day Camp in Titusville, and the NE District outreach ministries in Jacksonville.  They ranged in age from 19-28 and came from 10 different colleges and universities.
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The goal this year is to expand the program to 20-25 interns with new placements in Naples, Miami and Holiday.  The Florida Conference Summer Mission Intern program is a partnership of the Office of Justice and Outreach Ministries, Melinda Trotti, Director, and the Office of Camps and Retreat Ministries, David Berkey, Executive Director.  

The application is available online at http://www.flumc.org/mission_intern_app.pdf. Applicants can download and print the application, and mail it to David Berkey, 1140 E. McDonald Ave., Lakeland, FL 33801; or fax it to 863-688-7233. For more information, e-mail dberkey@flumc.org, or call 800-282-8011, Ext. 140.[image: image3.png]
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Join us for our


2010 Annual Church Leadership Training Event


Palm Beach Gardens, Florida


Saturday, 2/6/2010    9:00 AM - 3:30 PM


This free workshop includes sessions for 


Trustees, Finance, Nominations, SPRC, Adult, Youth and Children’s Ministries,  Communications, Leaders of Laity and many more areas of interest.


To View the Brochure:   � HYPERLINK "http://flumc.brickriver.com/files/oEvent_Calendar_EUXQLB/acc%5Fdist%5Fpdf%5FU2H9BFFM%2Epdf" \t "_blank" ��click here�


To Register:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.flumc2.org/event_detail.asp?PKValue=2576" ��click here��


Dottie Graves � HYPERLINK "dotnruss@cfl.rr.com%20" ��dotnruss@cfl.rr.com� and Jeanie Tennant  � HYPERLINK "mcguirejl@mindspring.com" ��mcguirejl@mindspring.com�   Atlantic Central District Leaders of Laity








February


*6 – District Leadership Training�15 – District office closed�16 – Refocus – 9:00 in District office�19 – Deadline for Year End Statistics


March�4 – Leadership Council – Lakewood Park UMC – 11:00�16 – Refocus – 9:00 in District office�20 – Day on Campus – UM Children’s Home – Enterprise, FL





* denotes article in newsletter�


Atlantic Central District office:�9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org" �flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org" �flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: � HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org" �DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org" �www.acdistrictumc.org���





























