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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
-Jocelyn Adhemar (St. John Haitian Mission), Luke Sims; 
Congratulations to Rev. Tom and Lil Black, on the birth of their grandson, Ducan Kimball Black, born Dec 22nd, in Callahan Florida.
TRAINING LEADERS TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD
At the ATLANTIC CENTRAL DISTRICT ANNUAL TRAINING EVENT
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2009  9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
9625 NORTH MILITARY TRAIL, PALM BEACH GARDENS


This FREE event includes a time of praise and worship, featuring Bishop Whitaker as our featured speaker. The day is designed to inspire and equip laity, lay staff, and clergy with a variety of classes, refreshments, lunch, and a time for growing and connecting with other leaders in our district. It is provided by your Apportionments District Work Funds.

Contact the church to see if childcare is still available by emailing JPeterson@trinitypbg.org, or by calling (561) 622-5279, X 127. Please plan to provide an unrefrigerated lunch and snacks for your children. 

The Staff Parish Relations Workshop, usually offered at a different time will be conducted at both morning and afternoon sessions. Other administrative areas will include Finance and Trustees. You are encouraged to bring as many as possible from these committees. 

It is obvious that our communities are changing rapidly and MissionInsight provides a detailed report about the demographics and predictions of future changes. Dr. Mont Duncan will bring a full report on the demographics around your church, if you email him, mduncan@flumc.org with your request.


Encourage your congregation to join you in attending this outstanding training opportunity.  Any questions may be directed to Dottie Graves at dotnruss@cfl.rr.com or call (321) 722-3660. 

FEB. 28 - SAVE THE DATE: SPECIAL SESSION OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE
 Bishop Tim Whitaker of the Florida Conference has called a special session of the Annual Conference, to be held Saturday, Feb. 28, 2009, at Branscomb Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Florida Southern College in Lakeland. Registration for the conference will be open from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The session will begin promptly at 10:30 a.m. A lunch break will be held if necessary.

 The purpose of the special session will be to vote on resolutions which pertain to the sale of the current Conference Center, located at 1140 East McDonald Street in Lakeland, and the purchase of a new building. 

 All clergy and lay members of the 2008 Florida Conference are invited and expected to attend. 

♦Clergy who had voting rights for the regular 2008 Florida Annual Conference (¶602a;b;c;d of the 2008 United Methodist Book of Discipline) will have voting rights at this special session. 

 ♦According to the 2008 Book of Discipline, “The lay member or alternate, whoever was last seated in the annual conference, shall be seated in a special session of the annual conference when convened, provided that no local charge shall be deprived of its lay member due to death, serious illness or cessation of membership.  Under such circumstances, another lay member may be elected by the charge conference.” (¶602.5)

Further Clarification & Instruction on Lay members:

Whoever was elected to attend the 2008 AC is qualified to attend the Special Session.  

●If the lay member who attended in 2008 can’t attend, the 2008 elected alternate can take their place at the Special Session.  

●If the alternate attended in 2008, but can’t attend the Special Session, then the 2008 (primary) lay member can take their place.  

●Either 2008 elected lay member, primary or alternate, can be sent to the Special Session.  

●If NEITHER is available, a replacement would need to be elected by Charge Conference.  This could be a 3-minute meeting after worship, where the pastor presides (with DS authorization and proper notification).  

● a letter of verification would be helpful for either the 2008 alternate lay member or the specially-elected lay member.  We are asking that churches sending an alternate lay member send their lay member with verification on church letterhead stationery.  This will keep down confusion and insure that the person the church sends will be seated.  

Please share this information with others who might need to be present in February. 

For more information regarding the Special Session of the AC from Bishop Whitaker visit his BLOG  (click here)
Special Session on the Annual Conference     Posted on 1/27/2009 by Bishop Timothy Whitaker

More information will be posted online at www.flumc.org as it becomes available and will also be e-mailed to clergy and lay members of the conference.
One Time Grants Available for Evangelism 
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The Florida AC-70 Committee that has funded grants of up to $3,200.00 for small membership churches has just finished disbursing $21,475.00 to eight churches.  Eight out of nine districts in our Conference were represented by the churches that were selected

We are encouraging more small membership churches to apply immediately for the one time grants for an evangelism outreach ministry through their congregations.  The application form is above. 
Applications should include goals, strategies, target group, budget, timeline and the amount of financing the church is providing for the specified initiative.  The deadline is February 23, 2009.  Grants will be awarded in March.

Applications should be mailed to:

The Rev. Dr. David L. Brazelton, Pastor


Mandarin United Methodist Church
11270 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida  32223

Questions can be directed to Dave Brazelton at 904-268-5549 or dbrazelton@mumc.net

MENTORS DESPERATELY NEEDED! 
The Atlantic Central District has been blessed with a growing number of people seeking candidacy for ministry in the UMC. A candidate cannot move through the process until they have been assigned a mentor. Our district has a growing need for qualified mentors to help in this crucial area of the clergy candidacy process. To facilitate this, there will be a mentor training event in our district on April 1st, at the UMC of the Palm Beaches from 10AM-2PM. This is also for current mentors who need to renew their training. To register for the event please contact Carole Rooks carole@anona.com.  If you have any questions regarding this please call Rainer Richter, AC-dCOM Chair (561) 793-5712 x11.


SPECIAL EVENT FOR POTENTIAL YOUNG CLERGY
 The Center for Clergy Excellence will be holding on Feb. 20-22 “SCREAM: Get Ready for the Ride,” an event that will help young adults, ages 18-25, discern whether they are being called to fulltime Christian ministry. The event will take place at Holiday Inn, Orlando, near Universal Studios. The cost is a $25 registration fee. The Rev. David Dodge, executive director of the Center, asks clergy in the Florida Conference to forward names of young adults who would then be invited to attend this event. Clergy may send the names and addresses of young adults to Winnie Dean at wdean@flumc.org. Space is limited to the first 75 registrants. 

Every congregation is now asked to report Missional Vital Signs indicating how they are living into the five practices of the United Methodist Way of discipling.  Congregational Leaders will select a Missional Vital Sign Reporter for their congregation.  This person will receive an email once a month with a link to a form on which they can report data for each of the five practices for each week during the previous month.  Data is collected weekly and reported monthly.  Beginning in February, Missional Vital Sign Reporters are asked to report the previous month’s information on weekly worship attendance, the total number of persons received into membership on profession of faith and reaffirmation of faith weekly, and the weekly offering total for giving to budget, capital and missional concerns.  These are three things that every congregation already tracks weekly.  The only change is the monthly reporting.  Then by July 1, congregations are asked to begin reporting data for Intentional Discipling and Salty Service.  For complete information, go to the MVS website by clicking on the MVS logo on either the Conference (www.flumc.org) or Congregational Transformation websites (www.congregationaltransformation.com ).  The purpose of the MVS is to help congregations stay focused on the five practices of fruitful congregations and to track an indication of their effectiveness for each of these practices. 

ACCESS Site Training

On February 27 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Luke’s UMC in Orlando, the Florida Conference is working with the Department of Children and Family Services and the Women’s Infants and Children program (WIC) to host training for churches and other non-profit organizations to become ACCESS sites. ACCESS sites will be places that low-income families can come to receive applications and information about how to receive information ACCESS (food stamps, Medicaid, TANF, Florida Kid Care, etc.), WIC education, and Earned Income Tax Credit education.
 ACCESS sites could simply provide the information or they could actually set up computer stations with trained volunteers and help people who may not have computer accessibility actually go through the process. United Methodists will not be the only ones invited to this training but we want to be very intentional about using this opportunity to reach the goal above. 

As is stated in the goal, our hope is to have at least one UMC in each of our 9 districts that is serving as an ACCESS site at some level. We will have more details about this day and event in the next two weeks. Please consider, if your church or outreach ministries might want to be involved in providing this valuable resource to the community and persons who might be able to attend this training. Please let the District office know if you have someone interested in attending. Thank you for your support of this very important calling we have for the Florida United Methodist Church to be a part of alleviating unnecessary suffering and sharing hope with our children. 

2009 CELEBRATE JESUS OPPORTUNITIES

WHEN: Wednesday, June 10, 2009

WHERE: Pelican Bay Country Club, Daytona Beach

TIME: 8:00 am check-in; 8:30 am shotgun start

COST: $85 each, includes a t-shirt and lunch

REGISTER ON-LINE AFTER FEBRUARY 1: www.cjmission.org
If you are going to the Florida Annual Conference, head to Daytona a day early and join us!
FOR SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE

Celebrate Jesus, Inc.

PO Box 3386, Orlando, FL 32802-3386, USA

A registered 501(c)3 Organization

Tel : (407) 893-7305 Fax : (407) 893-7307 celebrate.jesus@CJMission.org http://www.CJMission.org

March 21-28: Venetian Bay Mission (near Daytona Beach)

Application Deadline February 1

June 20-27: Southwest Florida Mission

Application Deadline April 20

July 25-August 1: Northeast Florida Mission

Application Deadline May 20

DOWNLOAD APPLICATIONS AT www.cjmission.org

Three types of teams:

1. Youth, 13-18 year olds

2. All-Age, 16 years and up

3. Family, 5 years and up 

Cost: $150 per person,

$50 for each additional family member

20I
ASBURY SEMINARY HOSTS KINGDOM ENCOUNTER, FEB. 2-4, 2009
Asbury Theological Seminary will host Kingdom Encounter: Reaching the World from Feb. 2-4, 2009, on its Orlando, Fla., campus. The keynote speakers are Danny Wuerffel, 1996 Heisman trophy winner and executive director of Desire Street Ministries, and Tyron Inbody, professor emeritus of theology at United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. The 2009 Kingdom Conference features plenary and break-out sessions with both keynote speakers and ministry leaders in and around Orlando who are reaching the world for Christ. Attendees will also experience vibrant worship and interactive small-group seminars together. Seminary credit and continuing education units will be available. For a complete schedule and conference registration information, visit http://www.asburyseminary.edu/kingdom-encounter/registration or call 1.800.2ASBURY.
“HITCHHIKERS GUIDE TO EVANGELISM” WORKSHOP OFFERED

Have you or members of your local church wondered how you can better share God’s Good News? Are people in your congregation afraid to utter the “E” word—Evangelism? If the answer is yes, you’re invited to a day-long series of workshops presenting the “Hitchhikers Guide to Evangelism.”

Bill Easum and Bill Tenny-Brittian—two leaders in the field of teaching understandable, practical and effective evangelism—will be at Lake Magdalene United Methodist Church in Tampa, Saturday, Feb. 28, to bring a series of workshops for laity and clergy to come to terms with the “E” word. Onsite registration opens at 8:30 a.m.; the workshops begin at 9 a.m.  Registration is open now. Early registration (before Feb. 7, 2009) is $85. Clergy who bring four people attend for free. For more information and to register, visit www.easumbandy.com. 

2009 COUPLE’S RETREATS: “WALKING WITH JESUS”
Now is the time for you to register for the 2009 Couple’s Retreat of your choice, March 13-15 or March 20-22.  The theme is “Walking with Jesus” and it is sure to be a wonderful experience with exciting leaders at both retreats.  For more information and to print out registration go to:   www.ummflconf.org
Calendar of Reports Due – You can find this on the Conference Website under CALENDAR
	February
    

	13th
	Year-end local church statistics (Table 1, Table 2, Table 3) close on Feb. 13.  Complete online annually. This form is available online January 5, 2009.  CLICK HERE to login to complete your church statistics report. Must be completed by Feb. 13.

	   
March
   

	31st
	Child/Youth Protection Policy adoption – Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st. (Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete copy to the district office).
     

	31st
	Fiscal Responsibility and Management Policy adoption - Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of this policy to the district office by March 31st.
    

	31st
	Sexual harassment Policy adoption– Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/ Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st. (Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete and signed copy to the district office).
     

	31st
	Annual Report to the District Housing Committee / Parsonage. Checklist – Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Parsonage Review to the district office by March 31st.
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DISTRICT CALENDAR


 FEBRUARY�7 – District Leadership Training @Trinity UMC, Palm Beach Gardens, 9-3:30�9- dCOM @ First UMC, Port St. Lucie- 8:30�11- Scout Sunday�17- Refocus Group @ District office – 9:00�20 – “Scream” @ Holiday Inn, Orlando – Contact Winnie at � HYPERLINK "mailto:wdean@flumc.org" �wdean@flumc.org��27- UM Church Secretaries Retreat @ LEC�28- Special Called Annual Conference at Branscomb Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Florida Southern College in Lakeland. 9:00 Registration; Session begins at 10:30 a.m.


MARCH�2-3- Patti & Linda out of office for training�14- Safe Sanctuaries Training @UMC of Palm Beaches
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Group Requesting Grant:  ________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ____________________________  E-Mail: ________________________________


Contact Person:  _________________________  Telephone:  ____________________________


Date Funds will be needed:  _______________________________________________________


Amount Requested:  _____________________________________________________________


Total Program Cost:   ____________________________________________________________


(1) Program description for which grant from the Florida AC-70 funds will be used:


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


(2) How will this grant promote evangelism?


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


           ________________________________________________________________


(3) Attach supporting documentation to more fully describe the program, its target audience and its budget.


Signature of person requesting grant:  _____________________________  Date:____________




REQUEST FOR GRANT



from



FLORIDA AC-70 FUNDS







Complete form and mail to:



Dr. David Brazelton, Pastor



Mandarin United Methodist Church



11270 San Jose Boulevard



Jacksonville, Florida  32223















SPONSORED BY THE FLORIDA ANNUAL CONFERENCE



AND



THE FOUNDATION FOR EVANGELISM







The Foundation for Evangelism, organized by the late 



Dr. Harry Denman, is an affiliate of The General Board of Discipleship












