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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
Continued prayers for :   Rev. David Leonard and family, Haiti, Haitian Pastors and churches in our District, Luke Sims,  Those in our Military - Army Chaplain Jeff Peppers 

Dates & Locations: 
Thursday, March 4  
(SW District) Grace, Cape Coral  
13 SE 21’st Place, Cape Coral, FL 33990 239-574-7161 

Friday, March 5   
(SE District)

Harris Chapel UMC 

2351 NW 26 St. Oakland Park, FL 33311



Thursday, March 11  

(GC District)

St. Paul, Largo


1199 Highland Ave.  Largo, FL  33770



Friday, March 12  

(EC District)  



First Deland
         







115 E. Howry Ave.  Deland,FL  32724


Saturday, March 13  

(NW District)


St. Paul’s Tallahassee

 1700 N. Meridian Rd, Tallahassee, FL 32303 

Collection sites for Haitian Relief:  
First UMC, Port St. Lucie
Ft. Pierce Haitian UMC: medical supplies, clothes, canned goods and water
UMC of the Palm Beaches
First UMC, Port St. John
Faith UMC, Boynton Beach:  canned goods and non-perishable foods, diapers, formula, water
First UMC, Vero Beach:  collecting point for health kits only
                                                                                                                                
SAVE THE DATE!!!
March 20 – Children’s Home Annual Day on Campus – 8:00 – gates open, 
10:30 Program, 12:00 picnic lunch  - Reservations appreciated by March 5th.
April 11-13, 2010 is Florida Advocacy Days at Children’s Week in Tallahassee!   Please mark your Calendars so you will not miss the opportunity to ‘Show Up 2 Speak Out for Children’ and families in poverty to your state legislators. 

COUPLES SPIRITUAL RETREAT OFFERED
An opportunity for couples to spend time with each other and with the Lord waits at the 2010 Couples Spiritual Retreats, March 12-14 and March 19-21. Sponsored by the Florida Conference United Methodist Men, each weekend retreat centers on the theme, “In Jesus’ Name.”

Held in Fruitland Park at the beautiful Life Enrichment Center, the retreats feature praise time, plenary sessions and breakout sessions, offering time to take your discipleship deeper. Topics include: “A Jewish Love Story,” with Ed Diaz looking at the wedding customs of Jesus’ day and how they are interwoven into the picture of Jesus’ second coming; John Riley asking the question, “Are there many doors to the hallway of heaven, or just one?”; “Was Jesus at your wedding?” with the Rev. Harold Lewis; digging deep into Jesus’ prayer life by looking at the Gospel of Luke, with the Rev. Charley Reeb; and the Rev. Debbie Nelson exploring the powerful “dance of the Trinity” in our everyday lives.

Registrations must be submitted by Feb. 15. Costs vary depending on length of stay, where you stay, and how many meals you need while on-site.

A full-color brochure that you can print and share with your church is found here. Additional information and registrations forms may be downloaded at www.ummflconf.org. 

SUMMER MISSION INTERN APPLICATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED
Applications for the Florida Conference’s 2010 Summer Mission Intern program are now being accepted.   The deadline for applications is April 9th.

The Interns serve in a variety of outreach ministry settings throughout Florida, with a focus being on community day camps and United Methodist district outreach agencies. A $2,000 stipend is awarded to each intern for their 10 weeks of service which runs generally June 7 through Aug. 13. Applications are accepted from students and young adults, ages 19 - 28.   The goal this year is to expand the program to 20-25 interns with new placements in Naples, Miami and Holiday.   The application is available online at http://www.flumc.org/mission_intern_app.pdf. Applicants can download and print the application, and mail it to David Berkey, 1140 E. McDonald Ave., Lakeland, FL 33801; or fax it to 863-688-7233. For more information, e-mail dberkey@flumc.org, or call 800-282-8011, Ext. 140.
WARREN WILLIS SUMMER CAMP TWEAKS SCHEDULE; OFFERS ADDITIONAL WEEK
Due in part to the public school calendars in Florida this year, a minor shift in the summer camping schedule at Warren Willis Camp was needed. Thus, the first week of camp will now begin on June 14, and the last week of camp will begin August 9. That means an additional week of summer camp is being offered this summer. Week 10, August 9 to14, is now open and available for registration. 

 All weeks of camp begin on a Monday and end on Saturday morning. If you have already registered for weeks 2 through 9 of summer camp you WILL NOT be affected by this change; no further action is needed on your part.

 To register for summer camp, or for more information, visit http://www.warrenwilliscamp.org/.

Day camping ministry training offered 

If your church currently offers day camping ministry to the children in your community, or would like to find out more about this exciting way to reach out to others, the Florida Conference’s offices of Justice and Outreach Ministries and Camps and Retreat Ministries has something to help.

 On March 19-20, these offices are partnering to offer a gathering and training for those leaders in agencies and churches that are currently offering or are seeking to offer day camping to children in their community. The event will be at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park, starting with dinner on Friday evening and a time of worship, and then spending Friday night through Saturday afternoon learning in cohort groups about such topics as working with children in generational poverty, staffing, discipline, and curriculum.

 There is some funding available for this event, so cost will be either free or minimal. If you are interested in attending, please e-mail Tammy Fisher at tfisher@flumc.org.
*Note:  We have folders from the AC District Training event containing information about setting up day camps.  If you would like one, please contact the District office.

Reclaim: A Gathering for Young Adults 

An event for young adults in the Florida Conference is coming April 16-17. Reclaim: A Gathering for Young Adults is being sponsored by the Young Adult Table of the Network of Ministry to Young People and the Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church. Reclaim is a two-day event at First United Methodist Church in Winter Park specifically for young adults in their 20’s or 30’s, married or single, who are searching to claim their place in the mission of the church. There will be seminars about starting a young adult ministry, and inspiring messages from campus ministers and young adult pastors from all over the state.
Check out www.reclaimgathering.com or e-mail reclaim@access218.com for more information and registration details. Find “Reclaim” on Facebook and become a fan, or follow them on Twitter.
 We strongly encourage you to send at least one or two young adults from your congregations, even if you do not have a specific young adult ministry. Reclaim will be a time of awakening for all who attend! We also want to ask you to partner with us in spreading the word about this event. Thanks for helping us spread the word about Reclaim; we'll see you there!
  Calendar of Reports Due by March 31st
Child/Youth Protection Policy adoption - Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st. (Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete copy to the district office).
      
Fiscal Responsibility and Management Policy adoption - Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of this policy to the district office by March 31st.
     
Sexual harassment Policy adoption- Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Review/ Endorsement Renewal to the district office by March 31st.(Should the policy undergo major revisions, mail a complete and signed copy to the district office).
      
Annual Report to the District Housing Committee / Parsonage. Checklist - Review & renew annually. Mail a signed copy of the Annual Parsonage Review to the district office by March 31st.

Disaster Recovery Quick Resource Survey - New Survey. (The survey is located in your church's Dashboard, meaning you will have to sign-in to access it.)
 

Resources Available at North Central District Office:

Many of you are aware that for a number of years, the North Central District office has been the host for The Resource Ark, a wide range of church ministry resources that could be borrowed for use in individual local churches.  However, in recent years, this resource has been seldom used.  So with the approval of the Conference, the North Central District is going to allow these resources to find a permanent home in your local church.  We want these resources available where they will do the most good.  So on  March 5, 12 and 19,  (  ) there will be an Open House in the district office for those  who are interested in picking up educational Resources such as: Christian books, videos, documentaries, Children and Youth Curriculum, music notes, bible study guides, etc…  

All of these items them can be picked up in our office without any charge however if you would like, you can leave a donation that will be used for UMCOR Haiti Relief.  There will also be a few bookcases that will be available for purchase for small fee.  If you are looking for some ministry resources for your church, please come and visit us on these dates.  

Directions to the District office:

Location: 509 NE First Street, Gainesville FL 32601

Directions:

From I-75, take the Newberry Road exit. Proceed East on Newberry Road. Newberry Road will become University Avenue. Continue East on University Avenue to NE First Street. Turn Left (North) onto First Street. The North Central District office is located five blocks north of University Avenue, just past the First United Methodist Church campus. The District Office is located in the green house. The northern-most front door is the entrance to the offices. [image: image3.png]SALTY
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March�4 – Leadership Council – Lakewood Park UMC – 11:00�8 – dCOM 8:30 a.m. @ First, Pt. St. Lucie�9 – Mentor training @UMC of Palm Beaches – 10:00�10 – DCTT @ 8:00 Lakewood Park  UMC�11 – NCD conference call 3:00 p.m.�16 – Refocus – 9:00 in District office�*20 – Day on Campus – UM Children’s Home – Enterprise, FL


�* denotes article in newsletter�
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