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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
Continued prayers for :
Luke Sims –  - Son of Rev. Jen and Michael Sims – who is now at home
Rev.Jocelyn Adhemar  - as he continues to recover from illness
Army Chaplain Jeff Peppers – who is stationed in Iraq
Rev. Tom Langford – formerly at Emmanuel UMC, who underwent neck surgery in Georgia



15th Annual 
CROS Walk
Sunday, October 11th 
Join us rain or shine. The goal of the CROS Walk is to raise funds to assist C.R.O.S. in the vital ministry to our brothers and sisters of Palm Beach County. The CROS Walk, our annual fundraising event for the past 13 years, takes place on the second Sunday in October. Congregations, groups and individuals collect pledges based on a 5K walk on Flagler Drive along the Intracoastal Waterway in West Palm Beach. The CROS Walk Recruiter Rally is held each August in Delray Beach and West Palm Beach to instruct people who will recruit walkers from their congregations or groups. Call the C.R.O.S. office at (561) 233-9009 x106 for information about sponsorship and how you, your congregation or your group can be involved or e-mail lzimmerman@crosministries.org. 
Scout Coordinator Training to be Held

There will be Scout Coordinator Training at White City United Methodist Church for all churches in the Atlantic Central District.  Each church is asked to send a representative to the meeting even if you don’t have a scouting program. Bob Roberson, Scouting Coordinator for the District plans to encourage all of our churches to have scouting programs and those in attendance will be able to talk to other church members who have active scout programs.  The training will be November 7th at White City UMC, 810 West Midway Road, White City.  For more information on the meeting please call Bob at (321) 635 7815 Ext. 602
There will be training for church office staff during the month of October at three locations:  (9:00 – noon)
22nd – First UMC, Port St. John  

28th – Lakeside UMC, Lake Worth

29th – Community UMC, Ft. Pierce
Training provided will include charge conference paperwork, focusing on the Leadership Excel worksheet, end of year reporting, calendar of reports due, conference website and district website.  Of course, we will be answering other questions that you bring to the meeting.  Please email Patti at flumc-ac@flumc.org with your reservation.

As you can see, we have a new name.  This change came about after the Cuban government informed the Methodist Church of Cuba that they did not like the word “Covenant” and both conferences agreed to change the name.  We are after all, Methodists united in prayer.  

Another change that is occurring is how and when we can visit Cuba.  After meeting with Cuban government officials, the decision was made that we will only be allowed into Cuba to attend special events, whether it is a national or district event.  Our districts have also been grouped into zones, which can consist from 1 to 5 Cuban districts, depending on the location.  Each zone is only allowed so many visitors at a time, which will limit the amount of people from each district.  At this time caravans are being planned to travel to their district conferences in February.  Currently we only have 2 slots for our district, but that may change.

At the Task Force meeting on September 18th & 19th we are hopeful that more definitive information will be presented and our questions answered concerning these changes.

This is a critical time for this relationship and we ask everyone to pray that God will open doors to allow us to travel more freely, that our local sister churches will continue to encourage their brothers and sisters in Cuba by e-mail, letters, sending packages, etc., and that we can encourage those churches who are not in a relationship, to become involved or those who have not been active to become active.  Currently we have 16 sister churches in our district.

We are always available to speak to your church and make a presentation to your congregation, so they can see first hand why we are so passionate about this ministry.

District Co-Coordinators –  Shirley Dunlap and Ralph Masker  

 “Weaving a Web” one-day Internet ministry training event scheduled 
  This regional event covers the basics of starting a Web ministry in a local church, district or conference organization. The event will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park.

 The event is designed to assist local churches and other organizations to use Web and Internet technology for effective ministry. It is open to all people who want to learn how to use today's digital technology to reach seekers, visitors and stay connected with members. 

 The training is ideal for pastors, staff, volunteers, web masters/web servants and communications teams. It is largely geared for beginner and intermediate skill levels, but advanced and professional techies will not be disappointed.

 For more information about Weaving a Web, go here. The cost for this event including registration, class materials, continental breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack is $75. To register for this event, go here. Registration deadline is September 27. 
Life Enrichment Center to Celebrate

On Sunday Nov. 15, 2009, there will be a one day event at the Life Enrichment Center to celebrate their 30th anniversary. This will be a day of celebration, remembering, and dreaming about the ministry of the Life Enrichment Center at this historic time.

2:00 p.m. – tours, activities, presentations and more

5:00 p.m. – dinner and a Look to the Future

6:30 p.m. – Worship service, 30th anniversary video and memories

Cost:  They will take a donation to help cover the cost of the day

Overnight accommodations are available.  Pastors (due to the Pastor’s Day Apart scheduled the next day) can stay for $20 a person plus meals.  This special rate is also being extended to anyone who need lodging the night before or after.  To make a reservation to attend, please contact LEC at 352-787-0313 or by email at lecretreats@gmail.com 
Ministers' Mates Retreat
All Ministers' Mates are invited to come and enjoy a special time away on November 5-7, 2009, to have fun, grow spiritually, and celebrate your faith. You will meet a group who understands your unique role and lifestyle as pastor’s spouse; but more importantly, you can be yourself and you will be loved and accepted just as you are. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is Embracing Change: Life Cycle Changes, Ministry Career Changes, and Personal  Changes. The speakers are Ministers' Mates, like you, who will share how their faith has enabled them to grow spiritually and persevere during challenging times in their lives.  

The cost for the weekend at the LEC in Leesburg is $140 and must be mailed by September 30, 2009 to Pam Rosenburg in Bradenton. Please download the brochure from www.flumc.org and click on Calendar and then Event Brochures. There are scholarships available for those who need assistance.
We are praying and looking forward to seeing you in November. If you have any questions, please email Darlene Waller, Retreat Chair, at kraftylady1951@yahoo.com or call her at 386 717-3586


Special Sunday offerings need to rise to meet demand 
The combination of the recession and an online application process dramatically increased the demand for United Methodist loans and scholarships this year – making contributions to the Student Day, World Communion Sunday, and Native American Ministries Sunday offerings even more important.
More than 9,000 students applied for United Methodist scholarships this year, although only 2,877 completed all the required recommendations and documentation by the May 15 deadline, according to Angella Current-Felder, executive director of the Office of Loans and Scholarships at the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry.
 
GBHEM awarded 3,365 students about $4.6 million in scholarships in 2008. Awards totals are not complete for 2009 yet. So far this year, the Board has provided another $1.6 million in loans to 333 students. 
Last year, $554,252 was given to the United Methodist Student Day offering, which helps fund the loans and scholarships. Churches are encouraged to observe Student Day on Nov. 29 or any other day that this is convenient for the church.
World Communion Sunday is observed on Oct. 4. In 2008, $1,028,865 was given to the World Communion Sunday offering. Half of the offering provides scholarships for international and U.S. racial- and ethnic-minority graduate students. Thirty-five percent of the receipts support ethnic scholarships for undergraduate students, and 15 percent funds Ethnic In-Service Training Program scholarships for racial- and ethnic-minority persons seeking second careers in church-related vocations. 
Native American Ministries Sunday, which will fall on April 18, 2010, nurtures mission with Native Americans and provides scholarships for United Methodist Native American seminarians. Churches can celebrate this Special Sunday and take an offering on any day they choose.
In addition, individuals can now contribute online with a credit card at any time at www.umcgiving.org/umstudentday; www.umcgiving.org/nativeamerican; and www.umcgiving.org/worldcommunion.
 
Ninety percent of Student Day collections go to the Board’s scholarship programs, while 10 percent is for student loans. Each United Methodist-related college gets money from the offering for scholarships, and each participating annual conference gets 10 percent of Student Day receipts to award to their own merit scholars.
 
How to Support UM Loans and Scholarships
Donate online at www.umcgiving.org, where you can also order free promotional resources, video presentations, and worship resources for Special Sundays with offerings. Or call United Methodist Communications at 888-346-3862 to order resources. 
To learn more about UM loans and scholarships, visit www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships. 
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October �6th – 10:00 – District Committee on Leadership meeting @ District office�*7th – 8:30 – District sub-group meeting�*11th –  CROS walk�20th – Refocus – 9:00 a.m. at District office�22nd - 11:00 a.m. Leadership Council @ Lakewood Park UMC�*22nd-  9-noon - Secretaries Training @ First UMC, Port St. John� 27th – 10:00 a.m. Live Webcast on �Health Insurance �*27th – 11:30 – district sub-group meeting�*28th – 9 – noon- Secretaries Training @ Lakeside UMC, Lake Worth�*29th  - 9-noon – Secretaries training @ Community UMC, Ft. Pierce��* denotes article in newsletter��Atlantic Central District office:�9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org" �flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org" �flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: � HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org" �DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org" �www.acdistrictumc.org���*��* de��











Annual Clergy Assessment forms are now online through the flumc.org website under “Center of Clergy Excellence”.  These are due by Oct. 31st.�----------�Clergy Day Apart: Save the Date!


Monday, November 16th


10:00am to 5:00pm


Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg





Come and connect with clergy colleagues, and be refreshed before the Advent season begins.  The day will include worship, elective opportunities for spiritual disciplines and discussion groups, and unstructured time.   �HYPERLINK "http://www.flumc2.org/event_detail.asp?PKValue=2410"��Register here�





--------------


The following district sub- groups will have the opportunity to meet in October:


Oct. 7th – 8:30 a.m. at Asbury UMC  (bring your own breakfast)�Churches included in this sub-group:  Palm Bay, Fellowship, Sebastian, Asbury, Christ by the Sea, Christ, Roseland, Haitian Mission Wabasso, First, Vero Beach, and Lakewood Park.


Oct. 27 – 11:30 a.m. at First UMC, Melbourne (bring your own lunch with drinks provided) Churches included:  Satellite Beach, Suntree, St. Paul, First, Melbourne, Scott Chapel, Rockledge, St. Mark, Emmanuel, and Wesley.





METHODISTS UNITED IN PRAYER


A Relationship between the Florida Conference and the Cuban Methodist Church


    








Calling All Men for a Special Walk 


October 9-11	October 16-18	October 23-25�2009 United Methodist Men’s Retreat	Life Enrichment Center�Go online to � HYPERLINK "http://www.flumc.org" �www.flumc.org� for a listing of worship leaders and enrichment classes or call Joe Moxley, District UMM Coordinator at (321)693-1171 for assistance.








