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Charge Conference Forms are now online

at the Conference website: www.flumc.org

New Position to Fill at your Church

There are a number of anticipated, exciting spiritual formation opportunities coming in 2011 and 2012, so it is important that every church designate someone to lead the spiritual formation efforts for its congregation, according to Frances Jennings, Chair of the Spiritual Formation Task Team. Please include this person’s name on your paper work before charge/ church conferences.   Pastor Lia Willetts (1st UMC, Ft. Myers, FL) will contact this person for opportunities available throughout the state and/or during Annual Conference 2011 and General Conference 2012.                        
Annual Assessment of Clergy Leadership

The clergy assessment process “Understanding our Ministry Together,” to be used by clergy and staff parish relations (SPR) committees, was updated in 2006. The new process was mailed to all clergy and SPR committee chairpersons Aug. 25, 2006. For 2010 we are utilizing the same tools, all of which are accessible on the conference website and are listed below.The Clergy Assessment Process video is available in English only.  This report is due to the District office by Oct. 31st. (Ctl +Click on title to go to report)
1. Directions for the Process
2. Spiritual Gifts Inventory
3. Ministry Priorities Work Sheets
4. Self Reflections on Clergy Leadership
5. Guide for Staff/Pastor Relations Committee responses to clergy self reflections
6. Guide to writing a joint statement of "Our Understanding of Our Ministry
In addition to the above forms, please download and complete the Continuing Education Report by clicking here. 

For the Spanish translation of these forms please click here.
Monday, Nov. 15th for our Clergy Day 
Clergy Day Apart 
November 15th
at the Life Enrichment Center

Online registration is now available Click here
Bishop Timothy Whitaker and the Clergy Excellence Team invite all active clergy to come and join us in a day focused on connecting with God and one another. The day will include worship, breakout sessions, Q&A with the Bishop, lunch and unstructured free time. 
Check-in and refreshments will begin at 9:00 a.m., and the event will be from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., with lunch available at the Life Enrichment Center or off-site. 
Please contact Rev. Emily Oliver with questions at emily.oliver@flumc.org

C.R.O.S Ministries Announces 10-10-10 C.R.O.S. Walk

C.R.O.S. Ministries (Christians Reaching Out to Society, Inc.) will hold its’ 16th annual C.R.O.S. Walk on Sunday, October 10, 2010. The 5K (approx. 3mi) walk will begin at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church at 211 Trinity Place and meander along the beautiful waterside stretch of Flagler Drive to Currie Park and back. Walkers are asked to reach a fundraising goal of $100.  2:30pm registration, 3pm walk begins.

A food drive will also take place that day for C.R.O.S. Ministries’ four community emergency food pantries. Walkers and volunteers are asked to bring one can of tuna, one box of macaroni and cheese or one jar of peanut butter.

Sponsorships are still available. For more information on the C.R.O.S. Walk, please contact Susan Bardisa at 561-233-9009 x106.


Join other Florida Conference United Methodist Men

Ministering in Jesus’ Name
Equipping Men for Ministry
 
Register NOW for one of three exciting weekend retreats in October.  Register now to ensure the weekend you want.

Weekends are filled with fun, fellowship, excellent speakers and spiritual growth and life enrichment. 
 Plus, Great Food, Music, Canoeing, Sports, Opportunities for Men’s Ministry and more. 
 OCT 8-10  
OCT 15-17  
OCT 22-24 

Life Enrichment Center, Fruitland Park




For more information and to register, click HERE.

Board announces no increase in health insurance premiums in 2011

By Gretchen Hastings | Sept. 14, 2010 

There will be no increase in health insurance premiums in 2011 for active and retired Florida Conference clergy, lay employees, local churches, and conference staff.  

Current premium rates will remain unchanged for the third consecutive year, according to Russ Barlow, vice chairman of the Florida Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits. The board approved this measure during its meeting in late August.

The blended rate that local churches pay for their pastor to be enrolled in the conference health insurance program remains at $839 per month. Clergy contributions also remain unchanged at $96 per month for a single person and $236 per month for two or more covered individuals. The benefit plan is also unchanged, with deductibles and co-payments remaining the same into 2011. 
Retirees older than 65 and eligible for Medicare will also see no increase in their premiums. 

AON Consulting, the conference’s benefit consultant, recommended a premium increase of 6 percent based on our current year’s claims experience and actuarial projections. Barlow challenged that recommendation and reported that investments in the conference benefit trust — used to fund future pension and health benefits — have been favorable this year and returns will cover any losses in the plan. 
“In this economic environment, raising premiums is not the right thing to do if the program can maintain its financial integrity without it,” Barlow said. The board agreed, voting to keep rates unchanged.

Mickey Wilson, the conference’s treasurer, also supported that decision. While the health insurance program has experienced gains and losses over the past few years, he said, the intent of the program is to operate at “break-even,” not build substantial reserves. Assets in the benefit trust are actively managed and producing “excellent results,” given the stagnant financial environment, he said. 
"The benefit trust has had very favorable investment returns and is capable of supporting any anticipated actuarial loss in 2011,” Wilson said. “I applaud the board for its vision in moving to a self-funded plan, which has allowed us to better manage the health insurance program.” 

The board made the decision to self-fund the health insurance program in 2008 with a goal of stabilizing premiums. Since 2009, premiums have remained unchanged and the program is working as expected. This is good news for the conference, based on reports from external sources that track trends in health care, Wendy McCoy, the conference’s benefit officer, said. They report most employers will see premium increases of approximately 7 percent to 11 percent in 2011. Many employers also report increasing member cost-sharing by raising deductibles and co-payments to keep the premium increase to less than 10 percent. 

Conference relaxes enrollment protocols for churches

Wendy McCoy reported several pastors at local churches — whose lay employees are not in the conference health insurance program — have asked to join the program due to skyrocketing premium increases for their small group plans covering lay employees.  
Many insurers recently raised premium rates in anticipation of new federal health insurance regulations, some of which begin to take effect in the fall. The premium increases hit local churches this summer. 

Based on those circumstances, McCoy requested the board relax the protocols for joining the conference program to help lay church employees who want to access the cost effectiveness of the program, but are not current participants. The board agreed to permit an exemption to the regular enrollment process and allow churches to enroll in the conference health insurance program for the remainder of this calendar year. Pastors who are interested can contact the conference’s human resources and benefits department for more information.
“The health insurance program and pension plans are ministries of the church and exist to support those who serve,” McCoy said. “It is a blessing to deliver such good news to members of the Florida Annual Conference during a time of ongoing economic uncertainty.”
Open enrollment for current participants is Oct. 25-Nov. 7. 

More information about the conference health insurance program and pension benefits is available at Florida Conference website.
Atlantic Central District 2011 Lay Leadership Training Event

February 5, 2011 at Trinity United Methodist Church
9625 N. Military Trail





Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410-5498

This FREE annual leadership training event includes worship, child care, a light breakfast, lunch and a wide variety of classes such as:

•4MAT: An Innovative Approach to Teaching
•Children’s Ministry – Planting Seeds that Grow

•Church Simplified 




•Clergy Taxes: Navigating the Maze

•Communication! Communication! Communication!!!

•Conflict Management



•Discipleship - Let's Get Intentional

- Introduction for Leaders

- Getting into the Subject in More Depth

•Drama for Worship

•Extending Radical Hospitality to your Community and the Next Generation

•Finances for the Church
•John Wesley

•Leader of Laity….now what do I do?

•Legacy of Stewardship God’s Way

•Présentée Spécialement Pour les Congrégations Haïtiennes

•Ministers’ Mate Gathering

•Missions that Transform Lives while Revitalizing Local Church

•New Member Class that Really Makes A Difference

•Priority of Prayer




•Queremos Dialogar Sobre Estos Temas

•Senior Adults and Boomers—Meeting the Needs of 21st Century

•Seven Simple Solutions for Revolutionizing the Black Church

•Staff Parish Relations Committee


•Trustees’ Work As Spiritual Ministry

•Who is Your Neighbor?



•Worship By Design

•Young Adult Ministry 101



•Youth Ministry - The A.R.T.

SAVE THE DATE

Preparing leaders to guide others in the process of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. More Information will follow about registration, child care etc.
 SAVE THE DATE
______________________________________________
Riverside Retreat is planning a “Day Apart” experience. It’s a free day to experience the camp and enjoy a little quiet time. Please contact Gay Cheever at the camp for more details.  (See attached flyer)

,  District Coordinator – Shirley Dunlap – 321-984-2167 - sdunlap323@cfl.rr.com
         A Ministry of the Florida Conference – 

         United Methodist Church and the Cuban Methodist Church
This ministry has not had a lot of activity since the Cuban government has still restricted our visits.  The caravan scheduled for June to attend their Annual Conference was canceled, but we were told we could send 3 caravans before the end of the year.  Caravans have been planned for September, October, and November.  Our District will be sending 3 people on the October caravan and they are busy planning and getting ready. The individuals are Thelma Barton, Wesley UMC, West Melbourne; Mike Ferger, Grace UMC, Merritt Island; and Connie McCavour, Suntree UMC, Melbourne.  We still have not received word that their visas from Cuba have been approved, so please keep this in daily prayer.  Without the approval the trip will be canceled.

There will be a District Meeting of MUIP on October 9th, starting at 1 p.m., at Grapevine Community Methodist Church in Port St. Lucie.  All sister churches should have a representative in attendance, but everyone is welcome to attend.  This would be a great opportunity for those churches who do not have a sister church to come and hear what we do and about the wonderful ministry we have.

Several churches in our district are in the process of inviting their sister church pastor to the U.S. for a visit.  If your church would be interested in meeting the pastor or having them speak at your church please contact Shirley.

Your coordinator is here to help, so if your church is struggling to keep the fire burning for Cuba, please contact her.  For new churches who may be interested in adopting a sister church she is always available to speak to your church and make a presentation to your congregation, so they can see first hand why we are so passionate about this ministry.
Please keep this wonderful ministry in prayer as well as all the loving, caring people we have met in our many trips to Cuba.



Crosstrainers 2010 – The Last Crosstrainers Ever

November 12-14, 2010

Cost: $100 per person (one free registration for every 15 paid)

Crosstrainers has been a great youth group fall retreat opportunity at the Warren Willis United Methodist Camp for over 15 years. This year we are blowing it up, to have a massive celebration and send off celebrating the ministry and fun that has been Crosstrainers. If you have ever taken your group to Crosstrainers, or ever thought about going, this is the year to jump on board and sign up your youth group. We hope to make this weekend at camp one of the best retreats you have ever taken your group to. 

 Your group will be lead in worship by our Camp Band and Rev Wes Olds from Grace Church Cape Coral & North Fort Meyers. The band Lost and Found will be playing a show on Saturday night. We will have the most epic competition ever played on camp property on Saturday afternoon. As always, there will be a variety of games, activities, and hang out time for your group to enjoy during the weekend.

 Bring your middle school and high school youth group and have a chance for spiritual renewal, amazing fun, and a time to develop friendships within your group and with other groups from around our conference. 
Check out our website for more information and a registration form.  www.warrenwilliscamp.org

At this event, we will be unveiling the next generation of fall retreat coming in November 2011!!
37th Annual Secretaries Seminar

This year’s theme is:  “Safety and Knowledge”

Feb. 25-27, 2011
Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg

Some of the topics this year:  Vocal Self Defense and More, Harassment in the Workplace, Your Calling, Not Your Job, Diversity and Demographics

Registration form will be in the mail soon!
_____________________
New Website for Ministries with Young People

Please visit and bookmark the new website: www.flumc-mwyp.org
The new site contains a ton of helpful information. Bookmark it and visit often.
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October Calendar


1 - Lay Servant Ministries @ Rockledge UMC 6:30 – 9:00p.m.�2 – Lay Servant Ministries @ Rockledge UMC – 9:00 – 5:00 p.m.�10 – CROS WALK – Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, WPB 2:30 p.m.�19 – Refocus  9:00 – District office�28 – Leadership Council 11:00 at Lakewood Park UMC�31 – Clergy Assessment Process due to District office�31 -  Continuing Education form due at District office





DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS�-Our Haitian Pastors and churches �-Luke Sims�-Our Military� -Our prayers go to the family of Bob Roberson, our District Scouting Coordinator , on his death





Atlantic Central District office� 9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org"�flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  �HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org"�flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: �HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org"�DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  �HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org"�www.acdistrictumc.org���
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FLORIDA CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
RIVERSIDE RETREAT
For you to be able to relax and enjoy your day! 
Riverside Retreat would like to make you aware of upcoming events.
 We would also like your input on how we can better serve your groups.
9-9:30am Welcome! Coffee & Donuts
9:30-11am Tours of camp
11am-12:30pm Information about our camp& discussions.
12:30-1:30pm Lunch
1:45-2:30pm Worship with Rev. David Berkey
2:30-??? Enjoy the camp. Sit by the river, kayak, fish, walk a nature trail, watch the birds, play basketball or just relax. If you stay for the evening make sure to look up. The moon and stars will glow. Enjoy a peaceful, quiet evening. Have a campfire!
Staff will be available until 4pm for questions, reservations, or help with activities. 
We would like to extend an invitation to you to come spend some time at Riverside Retreat . Come enjoy the peaceful surroundings of our camp. The morning will begin with a camp tour.  In the afternoon there will be time for relaxing, fishing, walking a nature trail, kayaking on the Caloosahatchee or just watching the river. There is NO CHARGE for this retreat. If you are one for stargazing and a campfire or just need quiet time, you’re welcome to stay the night. REGISTER BEFORE 10/12/10!
CALL 863-675-0334 OR EMAIL gc60008@yahoo.com

You deserve time to RELAX, REFRESH & REJUVINATE AT RIVERSIDE RETREAT
Your groups school and church calendars. 
Pen and paper for notes.
Your thoughts.
If you will be staying past 4pm please bring your dinner, drinks, bedding, towel, and personal items. We will provide you with a bed, restroom/shower and kitchen.

Goals for the day
Please bring
Schedule of events
Riverside is 10 miles west of LaBelle, FL 
20 miles east of Ft Myers FL
Call OR email for directions from your area. gc60008@yahoo.com

Tuesday   10/19/2010
Please wear comfortable camp attire
Coffee & donuts 9-9:30am
Lunch will be served
if you plan to spend the evening or night, please bring your dinner & drink, bedding and personal items. 
Planned events will end @ approximately 4pm



PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
REGISTRATION DEADLINE
OCTOBER 12TH
863-675-0334 or send an email to gc60008@yahoo.com

FREE RETREAT!!!
www.riversideretreatumchurchcamp.com
PASTORS, CHILDREN & YOUTH leaders 
7305 Co rd 78 
Labelle, fl 33935



