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DISTRICT JOYS AND CONCERNS:
- Prayers for Rev. John Denmark and family on the death of his mother, Bonnie Hicks on July 29.
- Continue prayers for Luke Sims –son of Revs. Jen and Michael Sims. (He is at home now)
 - Continue prayers for Rev. John Griswold’s sister, who had open heart surgery in July. She is improving. 
-  Continue prayers for Army Chaplain Jeff Peppers, Extention Minister from the District who is in Iraq.
Congratulations to Rev. Kristen Bjorn, Aldersgate UMC, on the adoption of Davin Bereket Bjorn !



Atlantic Central District Lay Speaking Ministries
  September 11-12, 2009 Training At First UMC in Melbourne
Three classes will be available. All classes require a total of 10 hours attendance on one weekend, which includes Friday night, September 11th, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., and all day Saturday, September 12th, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. To register or to get further information, call Rod Groom at 321-446-3693, email him at rgroom@cfl.rr.com, or write him at 1506 Sarnia St. NW, Palm Bay, Florida 32907. All course participants should bring a Bible, a notebook, and, if possible, a hymnal. 

Next Conference Table to focus on Clergy Excellence

The next Florida Conference Table will be on the topic of “Clergy Excellence.” The event will be held Thursday Sept. 3, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Community of Faith Church in Davenport.  Directions to the church are available here. This Conference Table event is open to all people interested in the topic. 

. Those who attend will decide what topics to discuss, how it will be discussed and will design an action plan to help address the issues raised. Two United Methodist laity familiar with the process will serve as facilitators.

  To register for the Conference Table, click here.

Stewardship Summit Looks At Spiritual Roots 
of Global Economic Crisis
The 2009 Stewardship Summit, sponsored by the Florida United Methodist Foundation, is Saturday, Sept. 26, at Harvest United Methodist Church in Bradenton in the Florida Conference’s Gulf Central District.  This year’s theme, “Spirituality and the Global Economy,” will examine people’s relationship to money and how the current economic crisis is intrinsically rooted in spiritual crisis.  
The program runs from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and includes a worship service, keynote address, question and answer period, lunch and afternoon workshops designed to help attendees implement “best stewardship practices” in the local church. It is open to all laity and clergy in the Florida Conference. A registration fee of $50 covers all events, lunch, continental breakfast, snacks and materials for the day.
 Foundation staff will present four workshops, including:
 • “Creating Congregations of Givers: Developing a Theology of Stewardship for the Local Church” led by the Rev. John Peterson, vice president of Planned Giving.
 • “Becoming a Good Steward: Practicing Personal Financial Stewardship,” led by Christian Burns, CFP®, vice president of Planned Giving.
 • “Next Generation Givers: Stewardship Practices for the Home and Family,” led by Tom Wilkinson, vice president of Development.
 • “Stewardship De-Coded: Practical Ideas and Resources for Teaching Stewardship in the Local Church,” led by the Rev. Bonnie Ogie-Kristianson, vice president of Stewardship.
 Overnight accommodations are available at two hotels near the University Parkway exit (#213) of Interstate 75, but deadlines apply. Rates are $89 at the Comfort Suites on Tourist Center Drive, if booked by Aug. 26, and $99 at the Holiday Inn on Lake Osprey Drive, if booked by Sept. 4. The Comfort Suites is located to the east of I-75, and the Holiday Inn is located to the west of I-75. 
Online registration is available at the Florida United Methodist Foundation Web site at http://www.fumf.org. More information is available by contacting the Foundation toll free at 866-363-9673.
15th Annual 
CROS Walk
Sunday, October 11th 
Join us rain or shine. The goal of the CROS Walk is to raise funds to assist C.R.O.S. in the vital ministry to our brothers and sisters of Palm Beach County. The CROS Walk, our annual fundraising event for the past 13 years, takes place on the second Sunday in October. Congregations, groups and individuals collect pledges based on a 5K walk on Flagler Drive along the Intracoastal Waterway in West Palm Beach. The CROS Walk Recruiter Rally is held each August in Delray Beach and West Palm Beach to instruct people who will recruit walkers from their congregations or groups. Call the C.R.O.S. office at (561) 233-9009 x106 for information about sponsorship and how you, your congregation or your group can be involved or e-mail lzimmerman@crosministries.org. 
CROS Ministries has a position open for the Director of Development & Community Relations. Please visit our web site http://www.crosministries.org/JobOpenings.htm  for the job description and requirements.

UMVIM Leader Training
September 11 & 12, 2009
Warren W. Willis Camp, Fruitland Park, Florida
Are you interested in leading a United Methodist Mission Team? 
UMVIM Leader training prepares volunteers to lead Volunteer in Mission teams to projects in the United States and around the world. You will learn the "ins and outs" of organizing a mission trip from recruiting the team, to picking the location, getting support, staying safe, planning the work and much, much more.  You'll also enjoy a wonderful time of fellowship with other mission-minded folks in a beautiful camp setting. 
Participants stay in dorm-style lodges with bunk beds.  Cost is $55 per person and includes lodging, three meals (dinner, breakfast and lunch) and all training materials.  Trainers include Sue Macchiarella, Florida Conference Chair for UMVIM, as well as trainers from the Southeastern Jurisdiction of UMVIM.

For more information or to register, please visit the Web site: www.flumc.org/UMVIM
 “Weaving a Web” one-day Internet ministry training event scheduled 
  “Weaving a Web of Connection: Internet Technology for Effective Ministry” is a one-day interactive training event presented by United Methodist Communications in partnership with the Florida Conference. This regional event covers the basics of starting a Web ministry in a local church, district or conference organization. The event will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, at the Life Enrichment Center in Fruitland Park.

 The event is designed to assist local churches and other organizations to use Web and Internet technology for effective ministry. It is open to all people who want to learn how to use today's digital technology to reach seekers, visitors and stay connected with members. 

 The training is ideal for pastors, staff, volunteers, web masters/web servants and communications teams. It is largely geared for beginner and intermediate skill levels, but advanced and professional techies will not be disappointed.

 For more information about Weaving a Web, go here. A training event overview and schedule can also be downloaded from this site.  The cost for this event including registration, class materials, continental breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack is $75. To register for this event, go here. Registration deadline is September 27. 
Ministers' Mates Retreat
All Ministers' Mates are invited to come and enjoy a special time away on November 5-7, 2009, to have fun, grow spiritually, and celebrate your faith. You will meet a group who understands your unique role and lifestyle as pastor’s spouse; but more importantly, you can be yourself and you will be loved and accepted just as you are. 

The theme for this year’s retreat is Embracing Change: Life Cycle Changes, Ministry Career Changes, and Personal  Changes. The speakers are Ministers' Mates, like you, who will share how their faith has enabled them to grow spiritually and persevere during challenging times in their lives.  

The cost for the weekend at the LEC in Leesburg is $140 and must be mailed by September 30, 2009 to Pam Rosenburg in Bradenton. Please download the brochure from www.flumc.org and click on Calendar and then Event Brochures. There are scholarships available for those who need assistance.
We are praying and looking forward to seeing you in November. If you have any questions, please email Darlene Waller, Retreat Chair, at kraftylady1951@yahoo.com or call her at 386 717-3586
Life Enrichment Center to Celebrate

On Sunday Nov. 15, 2009, there will be a one day event at the Life Enrichment Center to celebrate their 30th anniversary.  Activities, a meal and evening worship will be included.  More details to follow. 
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CONNECT SURVEY DUE 8/31 !!


September �2nd – Sub-district Gathering at Good Shepherd UMC 11:30 a.m. – lunch is provided�7th – District office closed - Labor Day�9th – Sub-district Gathering at Community UMC, Ft. Pierce 11:30 a.m. – lunch is provided�10th – DCTT at Lakewood Park UMC, Ft. Pierce, 8:00 a.m.�15th – Refocus – 9:00 a.m. at District office�24th- NCD – 9:00 – 3:00 at District Office- lunch provided�29th – Clergy Meeting 10:00 a.m. at Lakewood Park UMC, Ft. Pierce���Atlantic Central District office:�9015 Americana Rd. #4�Vero Beach, FL  32966�(772)299-0255�Fax:  (772)299-0258�Patti:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac@flumc.org" �flumc-ac@flumc.org��Linda:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:flumc-ac2@flumc.org" �flumc-ac2@flumc.org��DS: � HYPERLINK "mailto:DS-AC@flumc.org" �DS-AC@flumc.org��website:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.acdistrictumc.org" �www.acdistrictumc.org���











Annual Charge Conference forms are available online  August 28th


Annual Clergy Assessment forms are now online through the flumc.org website under “Center of Clergy Excellence”.


INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP WORKSHOP


The second series of training on Intentional Discipleship “Deepening Your Effectiveness”, will be held Sept. 11 at First United Methodist Church in Port Orange, and repeated on Sept. 12 at First United Methodist Church in Punta Gorda.  Information regarding registration is posted at � HYPERLINK "http://www.congregationaltransformation.com" �http://www.congregationaltransformation.com�. The cost of each one-day workshop is $45 per person, including lunch and snacks.  For additional information, contact Vicky Tica at � HYPERLINK "mailto:vtica@flumc.org" �vtica@flumc.org�. 





Clergy Day Apart: Save the Date!


Monday, November 16th


10:00am to 5:00pm


Life Enrichment Center, Leesburg





Come and connect with clergy colleagues, and be refreshed before the Advent season begins.  The day will include worship, elective opportunities for spiritual disciplines and discussion groups, and unstructured time.  More details and online registration coming soon! 











Calling All Men for a Special Walk 


October 9-11	October 16-18	October 23-25�2009 United Methodist Men’s Retreat


Life Enrichment Center�Go online to � HYPERLINK "http://www.flumc.org" �www.flumc.org� for a listing of worship leaders and enrichment classes or call Joe Moxley, District UMM Coordinator at (321)693-1171 for assistance.








